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In	 June	 2010,	 Michael	 Hastings's	 extraordinary,	 uncensored	 "Rolling	 Stone	 "article,
"The	 Runaway	 General,"	 shocked	 the	 world	 and	 set	 off	 a	 series	 of	 events	 that
culminated	 in	 the	 resignation	 of	 General	 Stanley	McChrystal.	 Now,	 THE	OPERATORS
will	lead	us	even	deeper	into	the	war,	its	politics,	and	its	major	players	at	a	time	when
such	 insight	 is	 demanded	 and	 desperately	 needed.	 Based	 on	 exclusive	 reporting	 in
Afghanistan,	Europe,	the...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
The	simple	and	 terrifying	 reality,	 forbidden	 from	discussion	 in	America,	was	 that	despite	 spending	$600
billion	a	year	on	the	military,	despite	having	the	best	fighting	force	the	world	had	ever	known,	they	were
getting	 their	 asses	 kicked	 by	 illiterate	 peasants	 who	 made	 bombs	 out	 of	 manure	 and	 wood.	 Michael
Hastings,	The	Operators:	The	Wild	and	Terrifying	Inside	Story	of	America's	War	in	Afghanistan	//

Janet	Malcolm	had	famously	described	journalism	as	the	art	of	seduction	and	betrayal.	Any	reporter	who
didn't	see	journalism	as	"morally	indefensible"	was	either	"too	stupid"	or	"too	full	of	himself,"	she	wrote.	I
disagreed.	Without	shutting	the	door	on	the	possibility	that	I	was...

Reader's	Opinions
As	a	US	Army	Veteran	that	served	for	8	years	and	did	two	combat	tours	(one	during	the	first	six	months	of
the	war	with	Iraq	and	one	later	with	an	ADA	unit),	so	much	of	what	Hastings	describes	regarding	military...
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